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PROPLE'S ASSEMBLY MEETING PROCKEDINGS DESCRIBED 
wanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 7, 8, 10 Mar 61 
[7 Mar 81 p i} 


[Text] The second reguiar meeting of the People's Assembly, convened by its pre= 
sident, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, for the purpose of taking up probleme in 
the nation's life, began yesterday in the 10 December Room in Luanda and is seched- 
uled to continue today, starting at 0900, 


Opening at 0904, the second regular meeting of the People's Assembly among other 
things will digeuse the General Government Budget and the national plan for 198). 

At the start of the session, MPLA-Labor Party Chairman and President of the Republic 
and of the People's Assembly, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos submitted to the 
deputies present, for their approval, the agenda which consists of ten pointe: ap- 
proval of the transactions of the first regular meeting; approval of the regulations 
for the People's Assembly; election of the first and second secretaries of the 
People's Assembly; establishment of the working committees; approval of the national 
plan and the General Government Budget; examination of labor and labor justice laws; 
discussion and approval of the law on amnesty and pardon and ratification of the 
resolution of the Permanent Commission of the People's Assembly. 


The transactions of the firet regular session of the Assembly were approved unani- 
mously without any substantial changes and the deputies, after en interval of 15 
minutes, immediately went into the discussion and approval of the Regulations of 
the People's Assembly. 


The Regulations of the People's Assembly constitute a 14-page document, containing 
16 articles and clearly outlining the system according to which the assembly will 
work, the makeup of the permanent committees of the People's Assembly and their 
fields of competence, the constitution of working committees and the duties and 
rights of the deputies in the People's Assembly. 


The document was carefully considered by the deputies after an explasation given 
by alternate Political Bureau gsember Henriques Santos Onambwe; it was approved 
unanimous!y after the introduction of some amendments, especially in Article 8, 
on the right of the deputies to participate in the provincial assemblies and the 
People's Assembly and the deputies for the People's Assembly only. 











Discussion of Agenda 


The discussion primarily vevelved around the collective and individual responsi- 
bility of the deputies and en the interpellation mechaniems and processes, 


After the discussion and approval of the Regulations of the People's Assembly, the 
assembly president submitted te the deputies a proposal for the election of Bernardo 
de Sousa and Casimiro Sergio Franco, respectively, to the Party Central Committee 

aad the Executive Commission of the Huambo Party Provincial Committee, for the posi- 

Lions of first and second secretaries of the People's Assembly. The candidacies 

of these deputies were approved without any objection and Bernardo de Sousa was 

thus elected first secretary of the People's Ase ably while Casimiro Sergio Pranco 

was elected second secretary, 


Activities in the Afternoon 


After 4 break of about | hours, the second regular meeting of the People's Assembly 
continued ite work in the afternoon with a di: usesion of Point 4, that is, the 
establishment of the working committees. in point of fact, 11 working committees 
were establiahed; specifically, they are the following! commission on planning, 
finances, foreign trade, banking, and international cooperation; commission on 
agriculture, animal husbandry, fishing, domestic trade, hotel industry and touries; 
commission on industry, energy, and petroleum; commission on construction, housing, 
transportation, and communications; commission on defense, security, and internal 
order; commission on foreign relations; commission on labor, health, social security, 
and child care; commission on education, ecience, culture, and eprrts; commission 
on constitutional and legal affairs; commission on citizen complaints and sugges- 
tions; and commission on people's government agencies. 


The deputies appointed to the various commissions were given an opportunity by the 
president of the People's Assembly to pick the commissions of their personal pre- 
ference quite freely eo that there were changes in the individual assignments. 
According to the regulations, the provincial commissions and the officials of the 
military regions cannot belong to the working commissions in view of their specific 


assignments. 


National Pian for Current Year 


After finishing Point 4, Party Central Committee member Roberto de Almeida explained 
the National Plan for 1961 which basice .y consists of two documents: the bill and 
the plar report which, Cogether, constitute 4 summary of the national plan blueprint 
for the current year, covering the gain sectors of economic and social life in the 


People's Republic of Angola. 


The discussions of these important documents began around 1830 and continued until 
2030; they ere to be continued today, starting at 0900. 


The documents outline the main goals to be achieved in the fields of agriculture, 
fishing, education, health, industry and energy, sedium-level and higher-level 
cadre (raining, domestic and foreign trade, and the other sectors that are of vital 
importance to the country's development. In view of the importance of this matter, 
the documents during the firet discussion seasion vere the subject of count less 
objections; it is expected that they will be approved on the second working day of 
the second regular session of the People's Assembly, with some amendments and 
changes on practical issues. 





Popular lnaterest 


The second regular meeting of the People's Assembly received special attention from 
the people because it is being held not only at 4 decisive moment ir the fight 
against underdevelopment but also because ‘t marke a higher stage in the specifi. 
— — of the process of the exercise of power by the working and peasant 
«lasses. 


As the highest agency of the government machinery, the People's Assembly is « vital 
instrument of revolutionary government which is why its discussions and devatees 
must be supported by the entire working people. 


The revolutionary dimension and democratic character of the operational procedures 
employed by that supreme organ of government were demonstrated starting yesterday 
with the direct broadcasting, by National Radio Angola, of the discussions of the 
second regular meeting of the People's Assembly. Prom Cabinda to Cunene, the 
Angolan people can, through Nationa! Radio, closely follow the discussion of the 
probleme that deal with their eocial well=being and the harmonious development of 
the country's economy, ae debated by their democratically elected representatives. 
Thie 1% @ new=type process of governing where the entire nation, through the citi- 
sens elected by it, analyze and discuss in public the main problems of the country's 
life. 


This practice, which evidences the degree of political maturity of our people, also 
represents the Living expression of the exercise of power by the working and pea- 
sant classes, the natural allies in the fight againet the exploitation of man by 
man, for the construction of a just society, without exploited and without exploi- 
ters. 


The Angolan revolutionaries can rejoice at this gain because it represents one of 
the most important goale in the fight of the Angolan people against domination and 
cultural frustration. As 4 revolutionary expression of the democratic and popular 
state, moving toward socialiem, the People's Assembly is the greatest homage which 
the people of Angola can render to the heroes of the fatherland and to the nation's 
most outetanding citizen, the immortal Agostinho Neto. 


Makeup of Commissions and Respective Coordinators 


i. Planning, Finance, Foreign Trade, Banking, and International Commission. Coor- 
dinator: Comrade Maj Roberto de Almeida. 


2. Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Fishing, Domestic Trade, Hotel Industry, and 
Touriem Commission. Coordinator: Comeade Manuel Pedro Pacavira. 


3}. Industry, Energy, and Petroleum Commission. Coordinator: Comrade Evaristo 
Domingos Kimba. 


4. Construction, Housing, Transportation, and Communications Commission. Coordin- 
ator: Comrade Llidio Alves Machado. 





5. Defense, Security, and Internal Order Commiasion, Coordinator; Comrade Juliao 
Mateus Paulo, Dine Matross, 


6. Foreign Relations Commission, Coordinater: Comrade Afonso Van-Dunem, Mbinda, 


). Labor, Health, Secial Seeurtty, and Child Care Commission. Coordinator: Com- 
rade Pascoal Luvualu, 


8. Education, Science, Culture, and Sports Commission. Coordinator: Comrade Amb- 
rosio Lukoki, 


9. Constitutional and Legal Affaire Commission. Coordinator: Comrade Henrique de 
Carvalho Santos, Onambwe. 


10. Citizen Complaints and Suggestions Commission. Coordinator: Comrade Diogenes 
Boavida. 


il. People's Government Agency Commission, Coordinator: Comrade Bernardo de Sousa. 
{8 Mar 81 p 1] 


[Text] The second regular meeting of the People's Assembly, which began on 6 March, 
cont iouwed ite activities yesterday with the discussion and approval of the National 
Plan and the General Government Budget for FY 1981; revenues are estimated at 
108,874,000,000.00 Ke. ([Kwanzas] and expenditures calculated at that same amount. 


The third part of the discussion begun at 0900 was dedicated to a review of the 
national plan draft submitted by Party Central Committee member and Planning Minister 
Roberto de Almeida which was then approved early in the afternoon, following a 
detailed analysis by the deputies. 


Major objections were raised especially in the sectors of fishing, housing, and 
agriculture. After clarification furnished by the ministers of education, agricul- 
ture, transportation and communications, industry, justice, health, energy, finances, 
foreign trade, and by the secretary of state for housing on the © cific aspects of 
each sector, the People's Assembly directed the Construction, tic ing, Transportation, 
and Communications Commission to study the problem arising from the confiscation of 
real property within a period of 30 days. 


Concerning the objections raised regarding the problem of the imbalance in pric:s 
on essential commodities, the second regular of the People's Assembly rec cmmended 
to the cabinet that it review the purchase and sales price policy in dealing with 
peasants, involving the most iaportant essential commodities, within a period of 
60 devs. As for the fishing industry problem, the deputies used their right »f 
interp llation, summoning Fishing Industry Minister Emilio Guerra to provide a 
detailed explanation on the shortage of fish on the market, the investments being 
meade in Lhis sector, and regarding the use and conservation of the nation's mari- 
time resources. 














General Goverament Budget 


After the passage of the National Plan Bill for the year 1981, activities were in- 
terrupted for lunch and resumed at around 1520 with the presentation, by Finance 
Minister lemael Gaspar Martine of the general government budget for FY 1981. 


This is 4 voluminous document Listing the anticipated revenues and expenditures 
under the vartous ministries and other government agencies over the next 12 mon the, 


According to the preamble of the law approving it, the general government bude: is 
the main inetrument in the country's financing plan aimed at the specific ap lemer= 
tation of the economic and social policy spelled out on a higher level by the party. 
The document out.ines the mechaniems for the distribution of revenues over the 
various sectors of national life, along with the implementation of measures aimed 
at preventing useless waste, 


Directly tied to the national plan, the document was carefully considered by the 
deputies who in great detail analyzed it for the entire afternoon until about °000, 


The ««puties raisee various objections, above all regarding the assets wasted almost 
uselcsely. They took up the question of government microstructures existing on the 
leve| of the township and the community which, according to the general opinion of 
the deputies, contributed to waste in the form of high allowances used for paying 
officials sho were not doing anything. 


Likewise in connection with the problem of losses, they took up the question of 

the lack of effective control over the hiring of foreign technicians. Some agencies 
hired technicians who at first came to Angola to take training courses or even to 
learn. 


After many objections, the finance minister again testified to provide further ex- 
planations and clarification on certain aspects which initially did not look very 
clear. lLemael Martins explained that most of the losses sprang primarily from the 
disorganization in the governvent enterprises, the lack of effective control over 
sales mechanisms, the squandering of capital assets, etc. The finance minister 
announced that an economic policy would be instituted to keep track of problems in- 
herent in the national economy. As to fiscal discipline, the finance minister will 
in the very near future establish provincial structures for direct financial control 
over the activities of the various local agencies. Likewise taken up was the ques- 
tion of waste in DIAMANG [Angola Diamond Company], the decline in the number of 
meetings (consultative councils, etc.), as well as an effort to improve spending 
discipline in the general government budget. 


Deputy Moaimambo proposed the establishment of a special allowance, outside the 
general government budget, which he called "strategic reserve," intended to cope 
with “possible wars, natural disasters, such as drought, earthquakes, etc." accord- 
ing to Monimambo, this strategic reserve would be constituted not only in the form 
of money but also other capital assets. 


The proposal was taken under consideration but some objections were raised and the 
second meeting of the People's Assembly decided to charge the Defense and Security 
Commission with making a more thorough study of the issue, directing it to submit 
a detailed document during the next session to be held next June. 











Deputies Summon Fishing Minister 


After the passage of the general government budgete-something which happened around 
2000--the President of the People's Assembly Jose Eduardo dos Santos authorized the 
miniater of fishing to provide further clarificacion on fishing probleme in the 
country. 


Emilio Guerra talked for about 70 minutes, explaining the causes behind the fish 
shortage in the country, ranging from the lack of sufficient boats to meet national 
requirements to the shortage of cadres and the rat... r poor control over territorial 
watere., 


He explained that his ministry, because of the ineufficient national fishing fleet, 
nad CoO resort to international cooperation, working out agreements with the Soviet 
Union (einee 1977), with Cuba, and with Spain. Co peration with the USSR, which is 
very beneficial to Angola, ts being carried out through joint expeditions and plans 
call for the establishment of a mixed Angolan-Sovi.\ fishing enterprise. He also 
talked about piracy in territorial waters, about the fisherwen from Luanda who re- 
fuse to fish on Saturday, about the need of restoring the country's shipyards, 
especially in Luanda, the construction of fishing porte, the purchase of refrigera- 
tion equipment, the construction of piers, etc. 


The final part of his testimony was devoted to the question of fish distribution 
throughout the country and especially in the major urban centers. We said that 
officials in his ministry, in the fish sales department, are conniving with grocery 
store operators and that has created great difficulties for the normal supply of 
fiah te the people. Although not very convincing, the explanations furnished by 
Emilio Guerra did cast light upon certain situations hitherto unknown to many 
people. Nationwide, we only have about 431 fishing boats, of which more then 200 
are laid up and that should help explain the fish shortage in the country. 


The deputies however did not fail to realize that one of the factors involved in the 
deterioration of the fish supply sitvation is represented by the weakness of the 
organization of the Fishing Miniecry, added on top of the supply of the workers in 
that sector, primarily those in the province of Mocamedes, the main center of fish- 
ing activities in the country. 


Enthusiasm of Deputies Reveals Political Maturity 


Throughout the debates, there has been spectacular enthusiasm on the part of the 
deputies. None of the questions raised went undetected by all deputies. Partici- 
pation was effectively total and tha. once again demonstrates the degree of poli- 
tical maturity of the Angolan people. The deputies in the People's Assembly very 
carefully dic .ussed the issues arising in the nation's life in a very realistic 
form. 


{10 Mar 81 p 1] 


[Text] The work of the second regular meeting of the People's Assembly continued 
yesterday with an examination and analysis of the labor bill submitted by Labor 

















Bras da Silve; the diacuasions on this matter are acheduled to continue this morni:, 
starting at 0900, as usual, 


Contrary to what happened during the first two days of activitiese-when the geet i ny 
chair was held by the president and members of the permanent commission==the chair 
of thie session was made up exclusively of the President of the Republic and of the 
People's Assembly, flanked on the right and on the left by the first and seco 
secretaries, elected on the first day of activities, reapectively, Bernard 

Sousa and Casimiro Sergio Franco. 


The labor bill submitted yesterday to the nation's legislative body was the subje 
of qumerous objections raised by the deputies; it is the result of a higher-level 
determination made by the party, anticipating the urgent need for revising all labor 
legislation deriving from the old colonial legal systen. 


Drafted by an interministerial commission, with the participation of UNTA (National 
Union of Angolan Workers), the bill bad already been discussed in 200 enterprises, 
most of them in the province of Luanda, selected by UNTA. 


Open Discussion on Labor Law 


The bill disclosed at the time by the natio 's mass communications media, consisting 
of i} chapters and 16 articles, among other legal provisions introduces the ,ight 

of the workers to participate in tne ganagement of the economy, in the organization 
of work and labor discipline, the basic principle of the determination of wages, 
working hours, rest periods and vacations, work safety and work hygiene, social 
security, working women and child labor, resolving labor conflicts, etc. 


After comments by the labor minister, lasting about an hour and a hal’, the deputies 
expressed themselves on the bill in the course o° a frank discussion. Many amend- 
ments and corrections were suggested on certain aspects which did not seem to match 
the specific current situation. All remarks were essentially critical. 


No Foothold for Enemies of Revolution 


According to general opinion, the various gaps in the bill are due to the absence 
of exhaustive consultation with the other party and government agencies dur ng the 
drafting of the document. 


We might note that the labor bill was the point on the agenda that produced the most 
participation from the deputies since the start of the session in view of the im 
portance of that law since, within the principles of the new economic-legal system 
for the country, work is considered the fundamental condition for the construction 
of a new society. 


The importance of the law was demonstrated by the deputies in spite of the existence 
of a small percentage who had difficulties in expressing themselves in the Portu- 
guese language. Various deputies expressed their viewpoint on the document in 
national languages. 








This practice clearly ex) fe@ees Che popular ane fevelutionary character of our 
Nationa! Aswembly end ¢h. © @eane iat the interests of the vast popular masses are 
being discussed honest » Sy Chelf legitiaate representatives, without giving the 
enemies of the revelution and the fatherland any footheld, 


felative to the eble Clene raieed dering the debates yesterday, we Guat single out 
che objection dealiag with suppert for construction aad repair of housing unite for 
workers. According to the bill eubmitted, it is up to the place of employment to 
contribute==in the form of Cinencial subsidies or in other ways--to the construction 
and repair of hows ing enite for workers. Some deputies however are of the opinion 
that thie support should be given through loans from the bank, guaranteed by the 
reapective enterprises. 


The need | of introducing a article dealing | ith retraining of old workere was also 
raised by the deputies. 


Bill Teo Vague 


Considering the importarvce of the law, which is going to be a weapon for the workers, 


deputy Henrique Santos (Onambwe) alerted officials responsible for the drafting of 
the bill under discussion to the seed for @aking it clearer so a8 to avoid unneces- 
sary technicalities. 


Later on, another deputy stressed the need for introducing 4 provision reg daisy 
ite entry into force since the bill is entirely too vague. 


Activities were suspended at around 1900 and will continue today, starting ax 0900, 
with further teatimony from the labor minister concerning questions raised during 
yesterday's debates. 


5056 
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REVOLUTION LOSES IHRUST, SEEKS AID 

Parise LE MONDE in French 4, 5<6 Apr 61 pp 5, 3 

[Article by Jean-Pierre Langellier: “Madagascar: Revolution Out of Breath") 
[4 Apr 81 p 5) 


[Text) A few weeks after experiencing the serious disturbances that took 
place in Antananarivo at the beginning of February, the Malagasy 


Republic is going through a phase of political and social tension 
and is facing serious economic difficulties, 


Recently back from Madagascar, our special correspondent Jean-Pierre 
Langellier examines all of these questions. 


Antananarivo=="Christ was betrayed by those close to him. Peter, the proud disci- 
ple, wanted to succeed hie at the head of the revolutionary etruggie (...). Judas, 
the intellectual, was a thief. He took the bag containing the money for himself. 
Thie is an important lesson on which our nation should reflect." In 4 recent major 
speech, Didier Rateiraka, commenting on the Gospel at lengt’ and using Episties 
and Pealme to back hie words, warned hie rivals, potentia’ traitors. For any 
other socialiet pre ident to have referred to the Bible would have been incongru- 
ove, bet in Christian Tana, the strategy hit the bull's-eye. Attentive to rumors, 
the city wonders, Who are Peter and Judas? Will they be pun‘ shed? The parabie, 
turned into ⸗ method of government by a "Marxist, believer” leader: one more 
definite proof of hie shrewd ability to ganeuver. It is aleo a sign of weakness. 


Five veare after it was launched, the revolution has run out of breath. Enthusiasm 
has turned into disenchantment. Confidence has given way to doubt; virtuous in- 
tranesigence to compromise. Beset by the worries of administration, the rulers 

in power scarcely show any imagination; they do not have the time. The socialist 
experiment is getting bogged down in incompetence, 4 wait-and-see attitude and 

red tape. “We have lost the faith,” sighs one official. 


Firet observation: The revolution gave birth to no original force capable of 
mobilizing energies around governmental objectives. “Here, except for the army 
and the churches, there existe no force; only cliques,” we were told by 4 seasoned 
observer of Malagasy syeteries. The regime has no political framework. The 











“strategy of consensus,” pursued wiih remarkable constancy by Rateiraka, partially 
explains the lack, Sinee 1977, six organizations have been in power within the 
National Front for the Defense of the Revolution (PNDR):; the AREMA (Vanguard of 
the Malagasy Revolution), whose secretary general is Rateiraka; the AKPM (form “ly 
the pro=Seviet Congress Party for |Malagasy!) Ladependence); the MPM ([Militante 

for the Eatablishment of a Proletarian Regime); the Vonjy, which brings together 
supporters of the old regime; the UDECMA (Malagasy Christian Democratic Union); 
and the VS=MONIMA [MONIMA Socialiat Group], a dissident branch of the MONIMA 
[National Movement for the Independence of Madagascar] party of the old “southern” 
Peaeant leader Monia Joana, who in turn has just joined the Front, 


In the eves of the president, the Pront has the advantage of “implicating” the 
politieal elase by making it answerable to the government, even against ite will, 
Some even see in it the core of a future single party. Actually, none of the groups 
pulle tegether; they are mainly coneerned about preserving their own individuality, 
their eaine and base of support. It is a world of clans and tactical alliances. 
Spokesman for a faction of intellectuale and those on the fringe, the MPM of 
Manandafy Rakotonirina, radical and disciplined, bluie its leftiem by courting 
respectability. Tern becween reformiem and a taste for order, Richard Andria- 
manjato’s AKPM cultivates its contradictions. Secular and Maryiet but led by 

a pastor, pledged to the Soviet Union but reigning master of the Haute Plateaux 
bourgeoisie, nationsliet but the bastion of the Merina ethnic group, it prospere 
in the shadow of the Pront. Defectore from the Social<Democratic Party (PSD), 

the old ,overnment group, have by and large infiltrated the AREMA. Torn almost 
officially between a “right” and a “left” — wildly unrealistic terme at the 
outeet — this group continues to search for a clear strategy. 


It is 4 mishmash of antagonistic factions, rival ambitions, “It is a struggle for 
positions ‘ather than a clase etruggle,” Rateiraka sarcastically remarks. Whether 
or set intended by 4 president quick, it is true, to take offense at any competi- 
tion, this eplintering of power paralyzes the government. A structure open to 
everyone, or nearly everyone, the Pront has not become an effective replacement 
for government action. Except for the MPM, the Front groups scarcely attract 


young people, 


Apparent Continuity 


in 5 veare, Rateiraka has consolidated a complex institutional edifice: president, 
prime minister, Supreme Revolutionary Council (CSR), National People's Assembly, 

a pyramid reeting on decentralized organizations. The Malagasy Government is one 
of the most stable in the world. Ministerial shakeups are always postponed. This 
apparent contin.ity conceals a very delicate balance in which the opposing forces 
neutralize one another. Fear of unleashing an uncontrollable process by upset- 
tine thie balance i« the source of shillyshallying, even inaction. The revolution 
is often tndecisive. Paradoxically enough, the regime derives its strength from 
ite very precariousness! 


In addicion to these uncertainties, there is the indifference of the vast public, 
whose “ideological immaturity” the press deplores, for it is another factor of 
stability, if not inertia. Appeale for “vigilance” or “awareness” fall on deaf 
eare. Thie wooden lanouage has little attraction for the rural masses. “To speak 








about 4 clase society to 4 Malagasy peasant is absurd if one does not first make 
him aware of specific cases of injustice,” notes Charles Ravoajanahary, dean of 
the COR. In facet, the political jousting animates only city society. Power is 
wielded and divided up between rival bourgeoitsies behind closed doors, The aura 
of Monja Joana partially derives from the fact that he is an authentic plebeian, 
Except for him, where are the leaders who have emerged from the rural world’ Over- 
whelmed by slogans, the Malagasy villager retreats to his traditional universe, 

A cadre breeding ground, the administrative bourgeoisie is very healthy. The 
welledressed ladies treat themselves to a trip to the Faubourg Saint=lonore seve a. 
times a year, It is the low-level government employees who are the hardest hit 

by the economic erisis; “The poor people of Tana have rice only once a day and 
talk of nothing but that,” observes one old resident, 


Rateiraka wante to be an arbiter unshackled by — aquabbling. In trying 
to play the role, he assumes a Gaulliet tone: good people understand me." 
Hie popularity, although substantially down, remains at a comfortable level, 
particularly among the rural masses, traditionally behind the established govern- 
ment, Sut ia he not cut off from them? By giving himself room, the president is 
isolating himself. “He is poorly informed. Hie ‘inetrument panel’ ie not up to 
date," remarks one close to him. “He ruminates alone. Deep down, he truste 

no one,” adds another, Sometimes he even phones the editorial etaff of MADAGASCAR 
MATIN, the semi-official daily, to advise against publication of a given article. 
While he willingly practices self-crivtciem, for some time many ministers have 
deemed it imprudent to speak the truth to him. 


le there a better symbol of arrogant solitude than the future presidential palace 
being built near Tananarive? Financed and designed by the North Koreans, the 
“bunker,” ae it is called here, will be constructed, it is said, over a labyrinth 
of underground tunnels, The layout is being kept eo secret that a French elevator 
manufacturer was not authorized to visit. <A number of intellectuals once seduced 
by the finesse and nationaliem of Ratsiraka openly criticize his regime. Several 
officere of his generation have been removed or have themselves chosen to do so. 


Nor does Malagasy socialiem escape the scheming. Official information media regu- 
larly attack the “organized profiteers” and the “enemies of the revolution” with 
the “unavowed designs,” allies of “a certain presse.” Three foreigners whose 
sailboat grounded itself on a Malagasy beach languished in prison for 16 months, 
accused of “espionage” and “violating estate security.” Finally, lacking any evi- 
dence, they were charged only with “illegal entry into the country.” Three offi- 
cere have been held for nearly three and one-half years (LE MONDE, 26 April 1980), 
Some of the charges formulated against them, particularly the “possession of un- 
authorized weapons,” seem to have grounds. But their so-called “plot” was so 
poorly worked out, according to one expert, that it was “infantile.” Rateiraka 
assured ue that they were properly treated, regularly received visits from their 
families and would be tried in due form when the presiding magistrate had gathered 
together all elements from the investigation. In Antananarivo, specialists say, 
however, that the judicial inquiry has long been finished. The maintenance of 

a climate of distrust sometimes has unexpected e‘fects. Because someone has 
“eried wolf" eo often, the people see “suspicious individuals” everywhere. In 
October, following « series of incidents that caused the death of one man, author- 
ities had difficulty stopping rumors accus certain North Korean technical assie- 
tante of “cutting off breasts and testicles. 











In 5 years, the regime has become personalised, Guardian of the inacitutions, 

the CSR plays only 4 secondary role, From time to time, a number of parties in 
the Front are censured, particularly the VS=MONIMA and the MIM, MADAGASCAR MATII 
sometimes gives way to bootlicking, calling Rateiraka an “eminent leader" and 
“yeapected president.” And yet, this has nothing in common with the servile eult 
that surrounds most African chiefs of state, Essentially, the "Great Isle" is not 
an arbitrary Land or 4 place of repression, In private, everyone exercises freedom 
of speech without fear, "“Ratsiraka is not Menguistu,” sums up one official, The 
death penalty exists but has never been applied, Violence is rare; terroriem 
unknown, Whenee the trauma of every bloodletting: “Malagasy May" in 1972, the 
assassination of President Rateimandrava in 1975, the lycee riots in February 1981, 


Insofar as possible, the government avoids creating situations of conflict, but 

is often guilty of slunders, as the "Monja Joana affair" amply demonstrates, The 
old leftiat leader, whe sinee 1977 has been demanding a “purge” of the regime, 
committed a tactical error in issuing a tract calling for an uprising and a general 
utrike, But did he therefore have to be arrested when they did not dare to indict 
him? By taking thie half-measure, Rateiraka gave the tmpression of weakness, while 
tarnishing hie image abroad which is eo dear to him, 


The regime hae good ideas but carries them out badly. Who would eriticize it 

for opening thousands of schools — there are still 2 million illiterate — for 
inetituting a mixed national service enabling high echool graduates to serve as 
teachers for a year or for devoting 700 million franes to the construction of six 
regional university centers’ At the same time, it was ruining its credit with 
teachers and pushing them to etrike by ignoring their demands and refusing to 
consult with them on structural reforms. 


Another disturbing phenomenon, admitted by Rateiraka and reported in November by 
the cardinal of Antananarivo, in a letter that created a stir: the extent of 
corruption. The president ie greatly :riticized for his weakness with respect to 
hie entourage — especially his relatives — that is not above suspicion. Such 
and such @ minister is found guilty of receiving a check but is never punished, 
it took many monthe before an elected official from Tulear Provinve, suspected of 


misappropriating large sums of money, was punished...by being sent to an embassy 
abroad! 


The system actually encourages patronage. A minister is kept in his post simply 
because he is “loyal.” Political affiliation overrides competency. The automatic 
appointment in 1978, on the basis of ideological criteria, of the rector, tradi- 
tionally elected by his peers, was one of the germs of the university crisis. This 
outrageous politicization is practically made official in the COOPAREMA, consumer 
cooperatives managed by the president's party. 


Pavoritiem also sometimes follows ethnic lines. <A fervent advocate of national 
unity, Rateiraka does not transcend them for all that. From 4 coastal ethnic 
group, he te cneomfortable on the Haute Plateaux, where the Merina predominate. 
Rightly or wrongly, he appears to regard the latter as his adversaries. And yet, 
many of them: military men and intellectuals, for example, supported him from the 
very beginning. In order to attenuate the supremacy of the Merina in the adminise- 
tration, provincial quotas were instituted. Rigidly applied, this system is the 






































source of frustration and 4 waiteand-see attitude on the part of eadres, “The 
country dees not have enough teachers," one educator said. “Is it absolutely 
necessary to turn down competent people, thereby hurting the students, using the 
excuse thet they are Merina’” Nor does tribaliem spare the army, even ihough it | 
coddied by the president, 


Despite ite weaknesses, the regime does not appear to be threatened, “The situation 
is very different from what it was in 1972," notes one high official, "At the 

time, no one believed in the institutions any longer, That is not the case code), 

A coup’? Practically tmpossible, The army is neither united nor discipline’ wi 
apolitical, There is no alternative to the established eyatem, The peopie are 
discontented but they reject any adventure.” Thies fear of the unknown ie the 
president's trump card, 


[5=6 Apr 61 p 3) 


[Text] Five years after it wae launched, the revolution ise running out 
of breath in Antananarivo, where the socialiet experiment is 
wallowing in incompetence, a wait-andeeee attitude and red tape, 
The National Pront for the Defense of the Revolution is pro- 
foundly divided among ite six members, seeking a consencua that 
is pure facade, and the villagers are scarcely concerned about 
political confrontations that go on behind closed doors. The 
regime cannot carry out the good resolutions it preaches 
(LE MONDE, 4 April). 


Antananativo—Rice equale politics: This golden rule of Asien societies applies to 
Madagascar perfectly. Ie the Malagasy not the biggest rice eater in the world? 

And yet, Madagascar does not have enough rice. “For shame!" evclaimed President 
Rateiraka,. But above ali, the situation is especially perilou.. for the government. 
Rather than allow shortages in the cities, the government imported 170,000 tons of 
rice in 1980, Tt will buy an equal amount thie year. This is an unprecedented 
fact but ite significance has changed. Madagascar once imported a little rice, 

of average quality, and sold ite best production. Now it has a shortage of grain. 


A few figures: The country harvests over 2 million tone of paddy. «early nine- 
tenths of this amount is consumed in the villages. The 280,000 tons marketed 

are not enough to feed the cities, whence foreign purchases which cost the govern- 
ment the equivalent of 200 million French france a year. in order to preserve 

the “social peace,” the government a. .o massively subsidizes consumer prices of 
rice and of 12 other basic commodities (meat, flour, sugar, ofl, and so on). The 
“rice bill" alone represents 8.5 percent of the state's overall income. 


The Malagasy peasant supplies the national market even more meagerly than before. 
In addition to the ravages of the drought, particularly in the south, the causes of 
the decline, so frequent in the Third World, are many. The nationalization of 
collection has upset the organization of traditional circuits. Between the peasant 
and the Chinese merchant -- even if the latter were at times a dreadful usurer -- 
there exis ed a kind of confidence, the fruit of a long tradition that has now 
disappeared. The private merchant visited every “iiiage and rarely failed to keep 
his word, The SINPA [National Agricultural Pro*ucts Company] (responsible for the 
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collection) employee is less assiduous and above all, less motivated, The peasant 
certainiy dees fet like te see his paddy rot because it was not picked up on time, 
The year after this happens, he re ices his tonnage, especially since the coopera=- 
tive display cases are often empty, What good is it te work oneself to death if 
one cannot even buy ofl or the candles one needa’? At least the Chinese merchant 
brought the village what it needed and often more besides, 


Other reasone account for the peasants’ lack of interest. Prices paid to the 
producer scareely constitute an incentive. Onee the family harvest is in, the 
peasant turns co corn rather than rice, for corn ise reputed to be “easier.” The 
government pays the peasant with credit, The peasant often reselle his “coupons” 
at a discount in order to have cash faster, In addition, there is the resurgence 
of crime and thefte {rom herds, Physical and financial insecurity is a major 
cause of discouragement, whence the chain reaction: poor maintenance of irriga= 
tion canale; deterioration of the seed in reserve; a drop in yield, Madagascar is 
one of the countries where the least fertiliser per hectare is used, According to 
experte' estimates, some 40 percent of marketable production is lost, for technical 
reasons, during husking, collection and paddy storage. 


Energy Independence; Far-of{ Prospect 


The Malagasy leaders, who are {rom the cities, are unfamiliar with the mechaniaeme 
and mentality of rural sectety. The ideological preaching of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, which is supposed to make the producer aware, only widens the gap between 
the rank and file and officials. In this respect, the decentralized organizations 
have not played the economic role planned by the charter of the revolution. For 
example, 2 yeare ago, the government decided to put 20 hectares per canton into 
crops. Unfortunately, the agencies responsible did not specify which pieces of 
land would be turned into rice paddies, Today, only a tiny percentage of cantons 
has reached the objectives set. The large sums allocated for the project produced 
almost no results. The increase in the number of cooperatives, imposed from above, 
wae rarely based on profitability considerations. Sharecropping, officially 
banned, often subsists. Moreover, the agrarian reform was carried out too hastily. 
Vast arable areas remain blocked by the government, which has not red‘err*huted 
them. The army was recently given responsibility for the development of 100,000 
hectares of rice plantations. Will the soldie « do better than the peasants? 


in Madagascar as elsewhere, there is no miracle solution in agriculture. “Even 
the increase in prices to the producer is not a panacea,” observes Minister of 
Planning and Finance Rakotovao-Razakaboana. “Only the farmers involved in the 
monetary circuit will increase their production. The peasant masses will not be 
content with the increase in their income." 


The government hae ceen unable to prevent shortages. In Antananari:o, well before 
dawn one can see the long lines forming before the stores that distribute rice 
and meat at controlled prices. / parallel market is blossoming on which one finds 
nearly everything at high prices. Traditionally marginal and forgotten by the 
central government, the south has suffered gravely from the drought. Purthermore, 
che archaic practices and waye of thinking have harmful effects. Keeping huge 
herds, the nomads «till practice “contemplative” livestock raising. Their animals 
are a source of prestige more than of income. Only food habits have changed and 
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the shepherds whe eat meat and curdled milk have now also taken 4 liking to rice, 
but flee has reached astronomical prices, in order to prevent famine, the govern= 
ment filled a few hoeings with rice, but the people in the south are still suller= 
ing from malnutrition, 


Except for sugar, a1] income crops are stagnating or in 4 decline, The principal 
export product, coffee is going up in volume slightly, but brings in less @o ey 
because of the mediocre world prices, Cyelical by nature, clove production ts 
unstable, The whime of the climate have seriously hurt the vanilla harves:, 
Peanuts and cotton are declining, The terme of trade steadily deteriorate wi 
the rate of cover of the trade balance has leveled off at about 70 pereen:. in 
1980, the country's financial situation became alarming and forced the government 
to react, 


Certair elements escape it, The oil bill eats up 40 percent of all export receipts. 
Fnergy independence, promised particularly by the Bemolanga bitumious sandstone, 
remains a distant prospect. The increase in prices of imported products has 
whipped up inflation, further aggravated by the disorganization of distribution 
cireuite (18 percent in 1980), The financial crisie mainly results from a policy 
of “excessive investment” launched in 1978 and whose principle ie legitimate. in 
4 country without any true national capitaiiaet tradition and long avoided by 
investors, it wae the best economic choice. Wowever, it has been very poorly 
applied: poor selection of projects resulting from an excessive concern for pree- 
tige; no immediate profitability; leonine credit conditions — some European loane 
have to be repaid in 7 years, a particularly implacable period of time, The Trea- 
sury had to withstand most of this financing at a time when government receipts, 
eapecially from agriculture, were falling. 


In 1980, Madagascar's “financial warning lighte” turned red. The lack of preci- 
sion in statistics and the masse of extrabudgetary expenditures had deferred the 
alarm, but this time the symptoms were disturbing. The budgetary impasse exceeded 
20 percent. Service on the debt was shooting up. Nothing could be expected 

from taxes with mediocre yields: Half a million persons subject to taxes do not 
pay the state a penny. In short, Madagascar could no longer honor its commitments. 
For the government, there was only one way out: breaking the ice with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 


Negotiations began in March 1980. Three months later, according to the terme of 
a “etandby" agreement, Madagascar received an initial advance (150 million French 
france out of the 550 million promised), in exchange for the execution of an 
austerity program. The IMF presented a thick catalog of suggestions. 


Madagascar promptly met ce no demands. Imports were limited to what was strictly 
necessary. The 1941 budget .. down 25 percent in real terms compared with the 
preceding year. Investment expenditures were especially cut. Only education and 
defense are up. The reorganization of national companies, the fight against incom- 
petency and corruption will take @ore time. Will the government impose the neces- 
sory sacrifices’ Actually, Madagascar is forced ts compromise. Lacking an agree- 
ment with the IMF. a number of enterprises would have to close. 


15 











its finenetal troubles have brought Madagascar closer to the Weat, ast Christmas, 
Martin Kireseh, adviser to Elysee on Afriean affairs, arrived in Antananarive with 

redit of 60 million franes, tn addition te this loan from the Treasury, Paris 
promised to argue (he Malagasy cause with twe major national banks, France re- 
®ains Madagascar’ principal supplier of bilateral aid and is by far ite main 
trading partner, tlweethirds of a)! Madagasear's short-term debts have been con= 
tracted for with Prene) banks, Aid and Cooperation Pund subsidies have tripled in 
) years, France has 600 technical assistants in Madagascar, most of them teaching 
in the setentific fields, Some 300 Malagasy scholarhip recipients and trainees 
are studying in ovr country, lesentially, foreign assistance comes from the West, 
particularly the Scandinavian countries, 


Although (¢€ shows substantial progress, Arab generosity remains marginal, Colonel 
Oadhdhafi's attempts to gain a foothold were a failure (only 2 percent of all 
Malagasy are Muslin), After 5 years of estrangement, relations with Washington 
are oormalived, The Americans can get along with the “positive neutrality,” and 
the “anti-tmperialie: solidarity” of Madagasear, which ie still clearly favorable 
to the USSR In international organizations (in the two votes on Afghanistan in the 
Unite Nations in 1980, Madagascar abstained from the first and then voted against 
the Aserican resolution), The Americane are betting on the nationaliem of Rat- 
siraka, whom they have difficulty imagining as 4 servile ally of Moscow, They are 
also counting on European influence to counter Soviet ambitions. 


‘| de get mince words with the Russians. They know very well what they are up 
against with us,” Rateiraka says, Nor is he any dupe of the Soviet game in the 
indian Ocean. He simply believes that “by not putting all eggs in the «oe bae- 
ket,” he will be able to obtain maximum aid and consideration from ben camps. 
However oat Malagasy leaders consider, or pretend to consider, the USSR as an 
“objective ally.” At home, thie alliance enables the president to content the 
pro=-Soviet AKPM, In January, the bureau of the World Peace Council held its 
annual session in Antananarivo and following ite work, presented Ratsiraka with the 
Joliot-OQurie gold sedal, « decoration already given, the Malagasy press emphasizes, 
to the “illustrious figures of the century": Brezhnev, Castro, Menguistu and 
Allende. 


Another Trojan horse: the supplying of enough military aid to justify the presence 
of Seviet ineatructore, Twelve Mid-?1's, payable on credit, are being delivered. 
Madagascar has purchased some 40 tacke from Moscow, which is “loaning” it several 
Antonov-12 transport planes with crews but making no gifts. Flying time is 

billed to the Malagasy at 8,000 French france. The USSR is installing radar equip- 
ment at Tvato, the airport in the capital, and at Antseeranana, formerly Diego- 
Suarez. A total of 120 Soviet military @en are serving in Madagascar. 


While all the merchant marines can dock in Anteeranana, no war fleet has any port 
facilities there. ‘urthermore, the USSR has no fishing rights along Malagasy 
shores. Rakotovao-Razakaboana told us that no trade agreement linked Moscow and 
Antananarivo, contrary to popular belief. Cooperation with the USSR gives rise 
to eritictom in Madagascar, criticism heard a thousand times over in the Third 
World. The Malagasy sometimes know how to say no. In Tana, everyone knows that 
at the time o° the negotiation of the military agreement in 1978, the minister of 
fivance refused to sign the check. Some 1947 tanks allegedly got bogged down in 
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the first rice paddy, lt is lees commonly know. that the USSR pro: osed to take 
ever defense plans for the Malagasy territory, It got a polite reiusal, This 
year, Moscow has made a double gesture, spreading out ite debts and granting aid tr 
the balance of payments ($20 million). 


In addition, Madagascar is welcoming over 200 North Korean technics) assistants, 
Some of them pilot old MiG-17's offered by Yyongyang. They have a bad image among 
the people, Taken under the wing of the Malagasy Government, they are stepping up 
their demands and their seal has no end, A number of them recently went to che 
editorial staff of MADAGASCAR MATIN, complaining that it had published an o:ticie 
on South Korea and demanding 411 copies of the propaganda publications sent by 
Seoul in order to have a bonfire! It remains to be learned whether the socialiat 
‘ilundere will help the Western partners of a revolution in search of a second wind 
and generous friends. 
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MADAGASCAR 


BRIEFS 


PAC AlD-«yaturday, 4a FAC aid agreement was signed by the minister of transportation 
and French Ambassador Blanc. Of the 355 million Malagasy france covered by the 
agreement, 30 million will be used for equipping the National Maritime School at 

Maha janga (language lab, technical materials, tools, ete) and 325 million to purchase 


four shunting engines for the national railroad system, [Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN 
in French 27 Apr 81 p 1) 


CSO; 4600/1151 
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SENEGAL 


PDS NO LONGER HAS PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 8 Apr 81 p 12 
[Article by Lucten Ahonto] 


[Text] Last week's adoption by the council of ministers of a proposed law 
broadening political pluralism continues to arouse reactions, particularly in 
opposition circles. 


Mr Mamadou Dia described it as a “very positive action." In a communique given 
to the press on 6 April, the Senegalese Democratic Party [PDS] of Mr Abdoulaye 
Wade says that this proposed law ‘constitutes both an unprecendented victory for 
the opposition and the most complete repudiation of Senghorian views on the ques- 
tion." The party was also pleased with the constitutional revision which it 
describes as a "step forward that brings the Socialist Party (the ruling party) 
Closer to the path it constantly claims it is taking." It believes nevertheless 
that the government and the PS [Socialist Party] “continue to stonewall" on 
"indispensable" constitutional and legislative reforms, particularly in the field 
of the secret ballot, the electoral law, and the laws governing an interregnum 
should the president of the republic resign or die. The PDS this believes that 
"in the absence of reforms along these lines, any other undertaking will remain 
far removed from what is basic and indispensable ." 


While still awaiting these reforms, Mr Wade's parliamentary group has been comple- 
tely disbanded following the resignation of several of its members. 


Since the start of the legislature in 1978, the PDS has seen the departure of cour 
of its 18 deputies. It is now represented in the assembly by only 14 represen- 
tatives. Now the rules of the chamber stipulate that a parliamentary group must 
include at least 15 deputies. The latest resignation, that of Mr Papa Demba 
Diallo, secretary general of the Bambay Department Federation, is the third since 
the departure of Mr Senghor and the advent of Abdou Diouf. Ipso facto, the 
parliamentary group went out of administrative existence. 


The party's secretariat general has decided “not to attempt or to associate 
itself with any attempt to reconstitute a new parliamentary group in any way,” 
judging that a parliamentary group is “ultimately only an optional mechanism!" 


9516 
CSO: 4400/1067 
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PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES POLITICAL, ECONOMIC MEASURES 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 6 Apr 81 p 3 


— 25 L. Ahonto: "Abdou Diouf Announces Series of Measures to Benefit 
Peasants 


{Text} Dakar=-An imposing civilian and military parade lasting close to 3 hours 
marked the 2lst anniversary of Senegal's independence on Saturday 4 April. This 
celebration, which coincides with the 90th day after Mr Abdou Diouf's accession 

to the position of supreme magistrate, after the voluntary departure of Mr Senghor, 
was dedicated to democracy and openness. 


In a message to the nation, the Senegalese president asserted that Senegal's 
democratic option was “irreversible” and made public a series of political and 
economic measures. 


In particular he announced a deferral of the debts peasants have incurred for the 
purchase of seed and fertilizer, and the suspension of those contracted for 
purchase of agricultural equipment, until "the rectification of the accounts of 
the cooperatives" is completed. This measure, which will cost the national 
budget 20 million Fr CFA, should enable peasant conditions to be improved, 
especially since the purchase price for agricultural products will be increased. 


On the political side, Mr Diouf--who last week had already promised a general 
amnesty (LE CONTINENT of 3 April)--confirmed that Parliament would be asked, 
withia the next 10 days, to ratify the authorization of all political parties. 
The Senegalese head of state also discussed Senegalese unity at length in his 
message, emphasizing that “in this difficult period when the pecple must cope 
with serious internal and external problems, it is necessary more than ever 
before to unite our wills, our feelings, and our thoughts--not in order to kill 
pluralism, which is our treasure and which is the foundation of democracy--but 
in order to create a certain national cohesion." 


On foreign policy, Mr Diouf disclosed a broad diplomatic initiative, saying that 
Senegal “will weave new ties of friendship" in order to “more effectively assert 
its presence in the world" without, however, abandoning “its present alliances." 
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Finally, speaking of education, Senegal's number one man declared that an 
educational reform was decided upon following the "States General" on education 
which met Last January. That reform ince ludes, notably, the gradual move toward 
universal education, bringing literacy to the masses, the use of national languages, 
wid fitting education to the needs of the job market. 


9516 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


REPORTAGE ON LABOR DEVELOPMENTS 

Nonwhites in Railways Union 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 2 May 81 p 2 
|Article by Andy Thomson] 


[Text] The structure of the South African Railways Artisan Staff Association has 
been drastically changed to admit Non-Whites to full membership. 


By a vote of 130 to 136 at the 50th annual congress in Johannesburg yesterday it 
was decided: 


. To admit Non-White apprentices as soon as possible; 


. To delete the “White” prerequisite for membership and to make the association 
multi-racial; 


. To seek affiliation with the Trade Union Council of South Africa; 


. To further press for new wage increases for its members to match the inflation 
rate; and 


. Not to proceed with a one-day strike against the continuing increase in the cost 
of Living. 


The association president, Mr Jimmy Zurich, who was elected unopposed for his tenth 
term of office, said last night that the step to admit Non-Whites apprentices had 
been necessitated by economic forces. 


The decision would hold no danger for White artisans, he said, as the association 
would retain the greatest measure of control over the influx of Non-Whites into 
ite ranks. 


Non-White apprentices would receive the same rates of pay as their White counter- 
parts, he said. 

















The first NomeWhite were likely to be apprenticed in 1982 as some administrative 


problems had yet to be resolved, such as the question of military training which 
had to be handled to avoid discrimination, 


The association's executive council would have to ensure that whatever was decided 


was equally applicable to White and Non-White apprentices: both would have to be 
exempt of both would serve, 


The decision to apply for Tuesa affiliation was taken so that the association could 


speak from 4 larger platform, It would probably come into effect before Sc» ember 
this year, 


Although the 19=man executive succeeded in persuading delegates t> desist from 
calling for 4 one-day strike against the rising cost of living, che conference re- 


solved to make urgent representations to the Minister of Economic Affaire urging 
the strongest action to curb inflation. 


it was decided to continue to press for increased wages to keep pace with rising 
inflation and to call for rewards to members for increased productivity. 


Furthermore, 4 call is being made to reduce the 46-hour working week by one hour to 
bring tailwaymen into line with industry in general. 


White Miners Salary Lncreases 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 2 May 81 pp 1, 2 
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POSATU Controversy 


jonannesburg SOWETAN in English 23 Apr 81 p 4 


lArticle by Z. 8. Moiefe) 
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Colgate Labor Dispute 
lohannesburg SOWETAN in English 13 Apr 81 p 8 


[Article by Z. B. Molefe] 


[Text] The giant multinational Colgate company has been accused of taking an 
intransigent stand in negotiating the wages and working conditions of its black 
workers. 


The charge comes in a statement from the Federation of South African Trade Unions 
(Posatu)-affiliated Chemical Workers Industrial Union released this week. 
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Giving the background to the long-standing dispute, the union says the company has 
reiterated ita November stand that the union can deal only with “shop floor 
grievances". 


The company seems intent on forcing the union onto an Industrial Councii, continued 
the statement, which does not cover the majority of the company workers, 


"Only 23 out of 290 workers at Colgate presently fall under the Council, 


"If we do not go to the Industrial Council, Colgate refuses to negotiare. 1! we 
do go, we only negotiate ainimum wages which are well below those paid by Colgate, 
that is, again no wage negotiation for the workers. Moreover, the wages agreed to 
by the Council are pitifully low--they are below the Poverty Datum Line (PDL)." 


The union also points out that following a final demand to the company in February, 
it has now applied for a Conciliation Board hearing under the Conciliation Act, 


The statement went on: “workers have also submitted a petition proposing a ‘living 
wage’, in line with the Fosatu ‘living wage’ campaign, for all workers at Colgate 
and an 80 cents per hour across the board increase, to bring the minimum wage up to 
R2.20c¢ per hour", 


The union also claims that in a letter to the Department of Manpower Utilisation, 
Colgate “places on record that we do not accede that a dispute exists between us 
and our workers". 


"This was after 24 letters had been exchanged, three petitions by a majority of the 
workers, six requests for meetings, a point-blank refusal to neyotiate wages and 
working conditions and a refusal to recognise the union. 


“Workers at Colgate have struggled over a year", points out the stateme t," against 
an anti-union management. They are not prepared to replace their discredited 
liaison committee with another institution--'the tame union’, whose boundaries and 
terms of operation are laid down unilaterally by management." 


CSO: 4420/991 

















SOUTH AFRICA 


BRITISH SPOKESMAN DEFENDS RADAR EXPORT TO SOUTH AFRICA 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in Englieh 1 May 81 p 8 


[Text] London--The British Government yesterday defended the recent export of radar 
equipment to South Alrica on the grounds that it was a legally licensed contract 
before the 1977 United Nations arms embargo against South Africa. 


The government was responding to protests from the British anti-apartheid movement 
which claimed the deal was a breach of the embargo. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said an “urgent investigation” had been carried out when 
the AAM had made representations that a South African transport aircraft had picked 
up radar equipment at Bournemouth recently. 


The probe showed the equipment had been delivered to South Africa and Plessy, the 
British electronic company in 1976, the spokesman said. 


The contract first caused a row in 1979 when it was revealed that "lessey had been 
training three South African Defence Force members to operate the equipment. 


At the time the British Foreign Secretary, Lord Carrington, justified the sale of 


the equipment and said he did not regard the presence of SADF personnel as a breach 
of the government policy of non-collaboration with South Africa. 


CSO: 4420/99] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BLACK-WHITE STUDENT ORGANTZATION'S ACTIVITIES PLANNED 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 20 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] After month-long discussions between members of the Stellenbosch student 
body and officials of Incatha the Afrikaner Black Foundation founded last year 
will be working hard this year in order to attain their proposed aims, according 
to Frank Roelofse, a founding member of this foundation. 


Yesterday Roelofse announced a few of the foundation's plans. A new office has 
been obtained in Stellenbosch for the purpose of getting black and Afrikaner 
students increasingly involved in their activities. 


A director and a secretary will be appointed to ensure that this activity is run 
smoothly. 


In addition to brainstorming, which will take place on a regular basis, several 
leadership seminars will also be offered, according to Roelofse. Seminars will 
also be held mainly for the 20 best students, higher education students and 
members of the Incatha youth brigade. 


Blacks will also be able to take part in several self-help projects. During the 
June vacation, members of the foundation will be giving instruction in English 
and also in Zulu. 


The interest of several authorities has also been aroused through this foundation 
and its members expect a great deal of help from these authorities. Several 
members of the Presidential Council have already promised to collaborate and the 
foundation's proposals will also be disseminated among the members of the Presi- 
dential Council. 


An extensive foreign trip is planned for the committee members. They will be able 
to make contacts mostly with European students, stated Roelofse. 


7964 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


INCREASING THREAT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM DISCUSSED 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 26 Mar 81 p 7 
[Article by Jannie Coetzee: “Terrorist Danger Is Frightful") 


[Text] Potchefstroom--It is becoming increasingly clear that only the combined 
efforts of governments and a determined public opinion can contribute to the 
effective combating of intermational terrorism. 


But, warned Dr M. Hough, one must accept the fact that this is a permanent and even 
an increasing international phenomenon as long as: 


Communist and revolutionary countries are willing to support terror and use it 
for their objectives, and... 


Certain groups and individuals regard this a an effective means of attaining 
certain objectives. 


Yesterday Dr Hough gave a lecture here on terrorism, as an international (world- 
wide) phenomenon, on the occasion of a seminar meeting of the Center for Inter- 
national Policy at the Potchefstroom University. He is the director of the 
Institute for Strategic Studies of the University of Pretoria. 


According to Dr Hough the potential dangers of international terrorism are more 
frightful than the present threats. 


"There is also a definite inclination for most terrorist groups to become “inter- 
national” from one point of view or another as a result of wider support and 
greater propaganda level. 


In particular Dr Hough pointed to three dangers: 

The possibility that an intemational terrorist “allicance" can merge. Terrorist 
organizations maintain ties wit: each other. Even in southern Africa there have 
already been indications of collaboration between the African National Congress 
(ANC) and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 


There is an increasing use of terrorist groups as “mercenaries” for conducting 
wars by proxy in the name of certain regimes. 
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Countries using this method are Ruseta, Bast Germany, Cuba, Vietnam and the Chinese 
People's Republic, and alao the so-called frontline-satates in southern Africa, 


There is an availability of more effective and more destructive weapons for offen 
sive terrorist actions, 


One of the most important dangers is that terrorist groups may attempt to obtain 
nuclear weapons or to sabotage nuclear reactors. 


Dr Hough said: “There are already indications that such efforts have been made,” 
He added that several factors have contributed to the present increase in inter: 
national terror. 
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SOUTH APRICA 


SOWETO IMPROVEMENTS, ECONOMIC PQUALITY, TRAINING STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaanse 26 Mar 61 p 5 
|Article by Amanda Botha: “Soweto Plan Determines South Africa's Future") 


[Text] Capetown--The solution which muat be found for Soweto will to a great 
degree determine the future of South Africa. The endeavor may not be “to die 
apart” in thie search, “but to live together.” 


Thie is how Chairman of the Soweto Managing Council, Louis Rive, put it yesterday 
when he addressed the President 100-Club. He categorically stated that if a solu- 
tion ie not found for the priority problem concerning Soweto, there can also be 
no future for the white man. 


He said that Soweto and the challenge to tackle and resolve the problems, especi- 
ally the physical problems, suet be looked upon ae a test of the integrity of the 
white man. The future of Soweto will aleo determine the future of the whites. 

If Soweto cannot be made livable and succeseful then the whites will also not 

be able to work on their own future. 


Vision 
Rive aleo warned that “not everybody has the vision to realize what this means.” 


He therefore pleaded that the black man not be underestimated. it is wrong to 
assume that whatever is given to the black man from white hands must be received 
with gratitude on hie part. It is only the black man who can help himself; al’ 
other efforts are superfluous. 


The black man must be helped to help himself. If something is given to him, this 
must be something which he can lose. Without this philosophy no progress can be 
made. : 


Me Rive said that housing is the main priority; thie is followed by the providing 
of electricity, a water svetem, drainage and hospitalization. This is the para- 
fount challenge in changing the physical appearance of Soweto drastically. For 
these projects it is necessary to spend between 300 and 400 mill‘on rand. The 
accepted blueprint for Soweto is: Try to make this happen. 
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Puture 


lie aleo pleaded for an opportunity in the economic aphere for the black man, 

Thdie ic just ae important, because 4 share in this area can inaure the white man's 
future, According to him this is not just a question of open competition, but of 
equal opportunities, We branded thie as the “highest test of white sincerity.” 


Rive aleo pleaded tor the necessity of training and said that the black man must 
be schooled to use authority responsibly. 


According to Rive the challenge of the future lies in finding a formula for bringing 
groups together in 4 mul’ inational country and to provide security and freedom 
on an equal basie for ali, 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


\ZAPO'S UNILATBRAL ACTLONS RESENTED BY OTHER BLACK ORGANIZATIONS 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaanse 2) Mar 61 p 10 
[Article from “South Africa White and Black" column by Bert Ferreira] 


[Text] AZAPO [Agania People's Organization’ te being taken to taek nowadays, 
Ite boyeott of foreign artiste has had some success here and there, but ite 
efforts at undermining the world title fight at Orlando Stadium is having no 
success,...not even in black awareness circles. 


One of the first black leaders to raise his voice against AZAPO was the mayor of 
Soweto, Mr David Thebehali. He wanted to know: Who is AZAPO to claim the right 

to make decisions. in the name of the people of Soweto’? AZAPO wante to deny the 
people of Soweto the greatest opportunity in the history of the city. Hise message 
to hie people was: “De not let yourselves be intimidated! Make your own decisions!" 


The fact that the moderate sector sided with him did not surprise anyone, but then 
AZAPO was also pulled up short by Or Nthato Motlana, the chairman of the Committee 
of Ten. Ae a result of that the entire problem has landed within black awareuess 
circles. 


Thies does not mean that he will now etand aside when it comes to the radicals’ 
efforts at isolating South Africa in the sports area...To be sure he does support 
the principle, Dr Motlana later explained. It's just that no thought has yet 
been given as to what to do with sportemen who have attained international recog- 
nition and who, moreover, earn their living from sports activities. 


'n order to arrive at a decisive answer on this matter he proposes that the Com- 
mittee of Ten, AZAPO and other organizations join the circle in order to formulate 
a policy. He cannot yet say when this is going to take place, but it is now high 
time for things to be discussed. 


it is not yet clear how thie problem is to be resolved. it is possible that 
South African sportemen will be asked to defend their titles abroad or in adjacent 
nationally recognized neighboring countries. This is to be determined at such 

a meeting. 


But...even though Dr Motlana denies it...it is, however, clear that there is a 
tiny crack in the extremists’ obstinate attitude to South African sports activities. 
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BOUTH AFRICA 


LEBOWA ARRESTS=-Twenty=eix people, including four members of Azapo in the Northern 
Transvaal, have been arrested following renewed unrest in the Lebowa homeland where 
buses were stoned and a beerhall eet alight during Easter weekend. Trouble »roke 
out in Lenyenye village near Tzaneen on Sunday when about 300 people went on the 
rampage at about 9:00 pm. Police could not say what the cause of the renewed un- 
reste was. Stone throwing incidents aimed at Lebowa Transport and Lebowa govern= 
ment buildings have been going on for some time in the area. Lebowa police have 

in the past questioned branch officials of Asapo whenever riots broke out, Trouble 
started during the Seshego bus boycott last year August when people protested against 
increased fares. The protests resulted in violence which spread to areas like 
Lenyenye and people demanded that the Lebowa Transport Company be ousted and re- 
placed with Hamba Buya. [Excerpts] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Apr 81 
p 3) 


CISKEL UNLON DETAINEES--King William's Town--Ten members of the South African 
Allied Union have been detained by the Ciskei Central Intelligence Services. 
Brigadier Sebe told THE VOICE the men were being held under Ciskei's security laws. 
This is the second time that Ciskei has detained members of the well-established 
(SAAWU). Mr Thoramile Gqwetha, National organiser, went on hunger<strike while he 
was in detention in Dimbazea. The detainees are: Mr Eric Ntonga, Mr Boy Mandi, 

Mr Captain Ngabase, Mr Manelisi Nojoholo, Mr Siven Khunjugwa, Mr Velile Yengile, 
Mr Sam Toiwe, Mr Sliki Geawu, Mr Zola Mothusi, and Mr Mongezi Higa. Ail the 
detainees are residents of Mdantesane and former employees of Wilson Rowntree, in 
East London. A spokesman for SAAWU said more than 10 members have been detained 
by the Ciekei police. [Text] [Johannesburg THE VOICE OF THE VOICELESS in English 
8-15 Apr 81 p 16) 


SASOLBURG BLACK SCHOOLS RIOT--All schools in the Black township of Sasolburg have 
been closed until Monday following rioting there by Black etudents on Thureday 
morning. Students of the Nkopoleng Secondary School went on the rampage on Thure- 
day morning to demonstrate their disapproval of rent increases which came into 
effect yesterday on their parents’ homes. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 2 May 861 p 3) 


FAVORITISM TO INDIANS CHARGE--The 10-man Atteridgeville Community Council is to 
continue not holding their monthly meeting in protest against the Government's 
decision to give over farmland near Atteridgeville for Indian occupation. Mr Joe 
Tshabalala, chairman of the community council, said besides the boycott, the civic 





leaders were going te ask other community councils to support them, We added that 
the Government's decision was more scandalous because there were more than 3,000 
people in Atteridgpeville who were on the waiting list for houses, Last Friday 
members of the community council met senior officiale of the administration board 
and the Department of Co-operation and Development, The meeting ended in a dead- 
leck. Me Tehabalala said the council would only be satisfied when they met the 
full Cabinet over the land dispute, “We maintain that the Government favours 
indians more than us, But we are prepared to fight this attitude,” Mr Tshabalala 
said, [Exeerpt) |Johannesburg RAND DAILY MALL in English 7 Apr 81 p 4) 


MAMLLODL RENT LSSUR==Mamelodi Community Council has decided not to increase the 
local rents this year. Mr W. M. Aphane, chairman of the Council said yesterday 

his council wae tired of going to the residents to ask for rent hikes. “Since our 
inception as a Council in 1978 we have been giving the people many unfulfilled 
promises and in return asked for the higher tariffs,” Mr Aphane said. According to 
capital estimates approved by the Council for projects in the township, the 
residents were to pay about R15.02 per house to redeem the shortfall, Mr J. A. van 
teden, director for Housing and Community Development for the Central Transvaal 
Administration Board disclosed yesterday that Mamelodi Council had a shortfall of 
h2.2 million, Mr Van Beden said if the community was not prepared to pay for 
improved facilities they would have to do without such improvements because the 
Gevernment had made it clear it would not subsidise the councils. [Excerpts] 
|Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 2 Apr 81 p 3] 





WARRANTS FOR AWOL SOLDLERS--Warrante for the arrest of seven national servicemen 
who have not returned to the Ordnance Corps School of Catering at Elandsfontein 
after going absent without leave were issued yesterday. A Defence Force spokesman 
said 89 of the original 96 soldiers who had gone absent without leave had returned 
to the base. A military board of inquiry was convened to investigate the circum- 
stances of the national servicemen leaving the base. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 1 May 81 p 7) 


FUEL SELP-SUPFICLENCY=-Port Elizabeth--"The world now knows we are not to be held 
to ransom in international politics in respect of the provision of either Liquid 
fuels or enriched fuel elements for our research and power nuclear reactors,” said 
Dr E. J. Marais, the chairman of the Scientific Committee of the President's Coun- 
cil at the opening of Port Elizabeth's Republic Day festivities yesterday. The 
estate had made key decisions of the greatest significance, such as the establish- 
ment of a steel industry when imported steel was cheaply available and establishing 
the Sasol and uranium enrichment processes, he said. A large proportion of South 
Africa's natural resources was strategic and its concentration was being more and 
more recognised, “in the world chambers of political power". He added that the 
challenge facing South Africans wae to provide a political and constitutional struc- 
ture for the neede of 411 communities, as well as a sincere acknowledgement of an 
individual's aspirations. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 2 May 81 

p 5) 
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ZIMBABWI 


AFRIKANERS IN ZIMBABWE SAID TO CONTRIBUTE TO STABILITY 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaane 2 Apr 81 p 8 
[Article by Karin Pretorius: "Zimbabwe-Afrikaner Has a Great Role To Fulfill") 


[Text] Salisbury--After 16 years the Community of Rhodesian Afrikaners (CRA) 

was dissolved last Saturday. In its place the Afrikaner Community of Zimbabwe 
(known as the A to 27) was established for the purpose of looking after the inter- 
ests of about 20,000 Afrikaners in Zimbabwe. 


During the final congress of the CRA a number of speakers spoke about the Afrikaner's 
outlook on Lli‘e and whether thie can fit in a socialist governmen. system. There 
was an effort to identify what Mr Mugabe's government means by socialism and what 

ite implications are. The speakers touched on such subjects as: The Afrikaner 

is here, he Lives here---How is he managing the situation? The conclusion which 

the Afrikaner was fecing at this congress was: Do we go, or do we stay? 


Guest speakers who took part in the congress were: Dr Konstant Brunette (a busi- 
ness man from Pretoria), Schalk van der Merwe (a farmer from Mazoe), Danie Theron 
(a farmer from Gutu) and Rowan Cronje, who was again chosen as the chairman of the 
new CRA and who provided a reply. 


Positive 


Dr Brunette spoke out clearly in his address and pointed out that if things go 
wrong in Zimbabwe there will be negative implications. 


He also pointed out the kind of important functions which the Afrikaner is ful- 
filling in this country and that it is in the interest of southern Africa that 
the Afrikaner stay here. 


He spoke about the changed situation, which requires a new approach, and that it 
is of the utmost importance for the Afrikaner to play a positive and a real role. 
He must contribute to this by exercising as much influence as possible in industry, 
in agriculture and in politics, all of which promote stability. 


Both of the farmers (Van der Merwe and Theron) hinted at the problems affecting 
the country, but they emphasized a positive approach just the same. 











They ga@Ve warnings on the need for watechfulness againet either total negativiem 
or neutrality, since these things would render the Afrikaners’ presence here 
meaningless and senseless, 


Van der Merwe stated that in light of the Afrikaner's most basic principle of life, 
namely belief in God, the Afrikaner must play hie role here to the fullest, 


Various people from the audience took part in the congress and with one exception 
there wae a reflection of a clear, congenial and objective view that the Afrikaner 
must watch aga@inet an osatrick=like attitude of burying hie head in the sand 
thinking there are no probleme. However, it is also necessary to watch out for 
any negative and pessimistic attitude which may take hold, 


Perapective 


In hie reply Rowan Cronje etated that the most important aspect is to grasp a 
perspective and to hold on to it. 


lie pointed to things which have alarmed the people in the past, such as the utter- 
ances on the part of Tekere, undesired statements by ministers, fear of socialism 
and cases where law and order were ignored. 


But Kronje aleo pointed to instances where success was actually attained after 
calm and rational discussions were conducted with a minister in the privacy of 
his office. 





He also pointed out that what the Zimbabwan government does not accept with respect 
to South Africa is not as important as continued maintenance of good relations. 

He mentioned the fact that Zimbabwe is one of the only two countries in Africa 

where South Africa is formally represented and it is in the interest of the Afrikaner 
that this relationship continue to exist. 


"For us Afrikaners South Africa is indispensable, not only for the country's 
survival, but aleo for the fulfillment of our role here as Afrikaners." This is 
what Cronje said. 


7964 
CSO: 4408/53 END 


43 








END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


8 ry Pe ae 











7 











